
 

 



 

 ii

 
Housing & Building National Research Centre 
Architecture & Housing Research Department 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 iii

HBRC & IAPS-CSBE Network Joint Symposium under the umbrella of The 19th IAPS International 
Conference on Environmental Health & Sustainable Development. 

September 11-16, 2006 Alexandria, Egypt 

 
Joint Symposium 

HBRC – Housing & Building National Research Centre 
CSBE – ‘Culture & Space in Built Environment’ Network 

 
Title: 

'Appropriate Home': Can we design 'appropriate' residential environments? 
Designing the ‘appropriate home’, and even more challenging the appropriate residential environment, has been and 
will continue to be a prime objective of designers, planners, and housing specialists all over the world. The design of 
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addresses these old challenges with a renewed optimism. It includes contributions to the theoretical, methodological, 
and substantive aspects of this design problem, aiming to outline a more efficient framework that would help 
designers overcome persistent shortcomings in professionally designed residential environments, whether in new 
mass housing projects (private and public), informal settlement upgrading schemes, or the design of new 
neighbourhoods and new cities.  In Egypt and other countries professionals, policy makers and officials face a range 
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reduced ventilation and lighting in the dwelling, contamination from poultry and livestock, and the hazards related to 
certain income generating activities (e.g. air pollution, fire hazard). However it is vital to keep these problems in 
perspective and balance them against the gains which can include greater use of resources and tighter cultural fit.  
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From the Chairman of HBRC… 
 
 
 
 
The Housing and Building National Research Center, HBRC, as a part of the national system of Egypt to 
fulfill housing goals, is a pivotal player in outlining the housing and building strategies, guidelines and 
implementation standards nationwide. Throughout the 50 years of basic and applied research HBRC 
has been keen to maintain international collaboration taking a leading role in the exchange of knowledge 
between Egyptian researchers and international experts in the corresponding fields. 
 
It comes as no surprise that we welcome the idea of organizing this joint international symposium with 
one of the leading multi-disciplinary research networks CSBE, of the esteemed International Association 
for People and Environment Studies to share our research findings that address the most elusive, yet 
imperative, challenges in the provision of housing and that is the question of “appropriateness.”  Beyond 
the quantifiable construction costs, user’s affordability, and number of dwelling units needed, there are 
looming questions like: how to stratify the housing demand? What type of housing suits what type of 
user groups? What layouts promote community building? and what detailed plan would grow into vibrant 
sustainable neighborhoods?  These questions constitute the challenge that faces policy makers, 
designers and researchers not only developing countries, but also in the developed world.  They are 
hard to answer and require creative researchers with multi-disciplinary knowledge and skills who 
venture out of conventional discipline boundaries in search of more integrative theories and methods to 
better address these challenges. 
 
I therefore, have the pleasure to introduce, in this publication, the work of 29 such researchers from 8 
different countries who are contributing today in this symposium.  I am confident that the fruit of this 
valuable opportunity for exchange of ideas will deepen the understanding and further each participant’s 
progress towards solutions that aim at a more sustainable future for residential environments in their 
diverse contexts.  
 
 
 
 
 
Prof. Dr. Amr Ezzat Salama 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson, 
Housing and Building National Research Center  
Cairo, Egypt 
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Preface 
 
 
This book is a collection of all the papers to be presented in the joint symposium organized by HBRC; 
Housing and Building National Research Center, Egypt and the IAPS-CSBE ‘Culture and Space in the 
Built Environment‘ Network under the umbrella of  IAPS 19: Environment, Health and Sustainable 
Development, held in September  2006, in  Alexandria, Egypt. This is the first joint symposium held by 
the Network, after a series of three international symposiums.   

 

The reason for organizing this symposium jointly between CSBE-IAPS Network and one of the leading 
research bodies in Egypt, HBRC, is to link and overlap the subjects and objectives of the network and 
the topic of IAPS 19 with pressing local issues of imperative importance, in this case, it was “the design 
of appropriate residential environments”; culturally appropriate, economically appropriate, and socially 
appropriate to the different groups in Egypt who need to improve their housing and living conditions. 

 

As with all symposiums of our network, our aim is to open up discussion and debate amongst 
international scholars in order to more fully understand multi-dimensional factors that ought to guide 
design and planning decisions in residential environments. Therefore, scholars and practitioners from a 
range of disciplines including architecture, urban design, planning, psychology, sociology, anthropology 
– from different countries and cultures – have been invited to participate and attend this symposium. 

 

Within the main theme of the symposium “the design of the appropriate residential environment” the 
symposium is organized with two objectives in mind.  The first objective is to draw as many as possible 
quality scientific research on the issue by researcher from different cultures with different experiences 
and to share them through presentations and discussions.  The second objective is to present the 
findings of a national research study on the issue whose findings are currently being transformed into 
guidelines and codes to inform housing policy in Egypt.  The idea behind dedicating one of the 
symposium sessions entirely to this purpose is to capitalize on the IAPS 19 Conference as a potential 
forum for scholars interested in interdisciplinary exchange, to verify these research-based housing 
implementation directions by discussing them with the some of the world’s leading theoreticians and 
practitioners in the field of housing as well as the housing experts in Egypt from government, 
universities, research centres, and leading private practices.  We hope that such an exchange of ideas 
and expertise will benefit all parties that take part in this event, as well as those who catch up on some 
of it by reading this book. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dina Shehayeb, Housing & Building National Research Centre, Egypt 
Peter Kellett, Co-ordinator of the IAPS-CSBE Network  
Hülya Turgut Yıldız, Co-ordinator of the IAPS-CSBE Network,                   September 2006 

 


